


2  

 

S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
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Pastor Michael Foley 

 

 

               Worship Service 
 

Sunday,  April 12, 2026   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Second Sunday of EASTER 
 

Theme of the day:  In the face of doubt, Christ gives us proof and  
   peace.  To the doubting disciples, he gave certain proof that led to  
   certain peace.  Through his Word and sacraments, Jesus gives the  
   same proof to all people.  “Peace be with you,” said our Lord.   
   Then he sent his people forth with this message of peace based        
   on the proof of his resurrection. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 881   “Sing with All the Saints in Glory”        
 

  ♫  Sing with all the saints in glory, 
 sing the resurrection song! 
Death and sorrow, earth's dark story, 
 to the former days belong. 
All around the clouds are breaking; 
 soon the storms of time shall cease; 
 in God's likeness we awaken, 
 knowing everlasting peace. 
 
Oh, what glory, far exceeding 
 all that eye has yet perceived! 
Holiest hearts for ages pleading 
 never that full joy conceived. 
God has promised, Christ prepares it; 
 there on high our welcome waits. 
Ev’ry humble spirit shares it, 
 Christ has passed th’ eternal gates. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 

 
Life eternal!  Heav'n rejoices: 
 Jesus lives who once was dead. 
Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 
Child of God, lift up your head! 
Life eternal!  Oh, what wonders 
 crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 
 when, amid earth's closing thunders, 
 saints shall stand before the throne! 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love  
      and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and  
      deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess  
      our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.   
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears 
with your word of peace.  Come to us also by your Word, and ban-
ish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding pres-
ence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 

 

C: ♫ Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Acts 2:14a,22-32 

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and 
spoke loudly and clearly to them:  22“Men of Israel, hear these 
words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended to you by God 
with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him 
among you, as you yourselves know. 23This man, who was handed 
over by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, you killed by having 
lawless men nail him to a cross. 24He is the one God raised up by 
freeing him from the agony of death, because death was not able to 
hold him in its grip.  

25“Indeed, David says concerning him:  
I saw the Lord always before me.  
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  
26Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced.  
My flesh also will rest in hope,  
27because you will not abandon my life to the grave,  
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  
28You have made known to me the paths of life.  
You will fill me with joy in your presence.  
29“Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about 

the patriarch David, that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet and knew that 
God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his 
descendants on his throne, 31he saw what was coming and spoke 
about the resurrection of Christ, saying that he was neither aban-
doned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay.  
32“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of 
that. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 16 
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 Keep me safe, O God,* 
for in you I take refuge. 
 
I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 
apart from you I have no good thing.” 
 
I have set the LORD always before me.* 
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
 

Refrain 
 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 
my body also will rest secure, 
 
because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
 
 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 
you will fill me with joy in your presence. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Blessed are  
      those who have not seen and yet have believed.  Alleluia. 
 
 

C:  ♫  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
   These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is    
   the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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GOSPEL LESSON:  John 20:19-31 
 

  19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples 
were together behind locked doors because of their fear of the 
Jews.    Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be 
with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  

21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the     
Father has sent me, I am also sending you.” 22After saying this, he 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever 
you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling 
him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, 
and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into 
his side, I will never believe.”  

26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then he said     
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take  
your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but 
believe.”  

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  
29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have       

believed.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have          
believed.”  

30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miracu-
lous signs that are not written in this book. 31But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 
 
 

HYMN:  # 446   “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”   
 
  ♫  Jesus Christ, my sure defense  

 and my Savior, now is living! 
Knowing this, my confidence  
 rests upon the hope he’s giving, 
 though the night of death be fraught  
 still with many an anxious thought. 
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Jesus, my Redeemer, lives;  
 I, too, unto life shall waken. 
Endless joy my Savior gives; 
 shall my courage, then, be shaken? 
Shall I fear, or could the head 
 rise and leave his members dead? 
 
No, too closely am I bound  
 unto him by hope forever;  
 faith’s strong hand the rock has found,  
 grasped it, and will leave it never.  
Even death now cannot part  
 from its Lord the trusting heart. 
 
I am flesh and must return  
 unto dust, whence I am taken;  
 but by faith I now discern  
 that from death I shall awaken  
 with my Savior to abide  
 in his glory, at his side.  
  
Glorified, I shall anew    
 with this flesh then be enshrouded; 
 in this body I shall view  
 God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 
 in this flesh I then shall see 
 Jesus Christ eternally. 
 

 
 

SERMON:  1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By 
his great mercy he gave us a new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4into an inheritance 
that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 
5Through faith you are being protected by God’s power for the  
salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end of time.  

6Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various kinds of 
trials 7so that the proven character of your faith—which is more 
valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed.  
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8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
see him now, yet by believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 9because you are receiving the goal 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN:  # 830   “We Walk by Faith” 
 
♫  We walk by faith and not by sight, 
        no gracious words we hear 
        from him who spoke as none e'er spoke, 
        but we believe him near. 

 
We may not touch his hands and side, 
 nor follow where he trod; 
 but in his promise we rejoice 
 and cry "My Lord and God!" 
 
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
 and may our faith abound 
 to call on you when you are near 
 and seek where you are found. 
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For you, O resurrected Lord, 
 are found in means divine: 
 beneath the water and the Word, 
 beneath the bread and wine.  
 
Lord, when our life of faith is done, 
 in realms of clearer light 
 we may behold you as you are 
 with full and endless sight. 

 
OFFERING 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.   
       Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 449   “This Joyful Eastertide” 

 
  ♫  This joyful Eastertide   away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified,   has sprung to life this morrow. 
 Had Christ, who once was slain,   
     not burst his three-day prison,   our faith had been in vain: 
  but now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
  but now has Christ arisen! 
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Death’s flood has lost its chill  since Jesus crossed the river. 
Lover of souls, from ill  my passing soul deliver. 
 Had Christ, who once was slain,   
     not burst his three-day prison,   our faith had been in vain: 
  but now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
  but now has Christ arisen! 
 
My flesh in hope shall rest  and for a season slumber 
 till trump from east to west   shall wake the dead in number. 
 Had Christ, who once was slain,   
     not burst his three-day prison,   our faith had been in vain: 
  but now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
  but now has Christ arisen! 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,   
  George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,  
  Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff  
  Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,  
  Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson, Kathie  
  Stillwater, and Louise Perry.  
 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you have something for which you  
    would like us to be praying or you would like to be included in  
    this chain, please let Ryan (thecamoores@gmail.com) or Pastor  
    Foley (revmikefoley@gmail.com) know.  Requests from prayer  
    chain will also be included in the bulletin. 
 
 
 

 
THIS WEEK 
 

  Tuesday Circuit Meeting 
  ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
 Thursday Bible Class,  10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
     Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m. 
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