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Worship Service

Sunday, May 10, 2026 10:00 a.m.
The Sixth Sunday of EASTER

Theme of the day: The love of God who lives in us leads to a life
of obedience. Jesus’ promise of another Counselor is a loaded one:
the Holy Spirit gives us the ability to do what Jesus asks. Today’s
lessons teach that love for our risen Lord means obedience to his
commands. Only Jesus’ promises make that possible.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 780 “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright”

7 O Splendor of God’s glory bright,
from light eternal bringing light,
O Light, of light the fountain-spring,
O Day, all days illumining:

Come, very Sun of truth and love,
pour down your radiance from above,
and shed the Holy Spirit’s ray
on all we think or do today.

Teach us to work with all our might,
put Satan’s fierce assaults to flight;

turn all to good that seems most ill,

help us our calling to fulfill.

O joyful be the passing day,

our thoughts as pure as morning ray,
our faith like noonday’s glowing height,
our souls undimmed by shades of night.

Please stand for last verse:

All praise to God the Father be,
all praise to Christ eternally,
whom with the Spirit we adore
forever and forevermore.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.



God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the

perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your
humble servants, to long for what is right and, through your gra-
cious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

Please be seated.



FIRST LESSON: Acts 17:22-31

22Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus
and said, “Men of Athens, I see that you are very religious in every
way. ZFor as I was walking around and carefully observing your
objects of worship, I even found an altar on which had been in-
scribed, ‘To an unknown god.” Now what you worship as un-
known—this is what I am going to proclaim to you.

24«The God who made the world and everything in it is the
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made with
hands. **Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed any-
thing, since he himself gives all people life and breath and every-
thing they have. **From one man, he made every nation of man-
kind to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the
appointed times and the boundaries where they would live. “’He
did this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from each one of us. **For in him we
live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets
have said, ‘Indeed, we are also his offspring.’

P«Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed
by human skill and planning. **Although God overlooked the times
of ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to
repent, >'because he has set a day on which he is going to judge
the world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 66
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Shout with joy to God, all the earth!*
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!

Praise our God, O peoples,*
let the sound of his praise be heard.

He has preserved our lives*
and kept our feet from slipping.

Refrain

Come and listen, all you who fear God;*
let me tell you what he has done for me.

If I had cherished sin in my heart,*
the Lord would not have listened;

but God has surely listened*
and heard my voice in prayer.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christis risen! He is risen indeed! If you love
me, hold on to my commands. 1 will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Counselor to be with you forever. Alleluia!
(John 14:15,16)
5 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



GOSPEL LESSON: John 14:15-21

3«If you love me, hold on to my commands. '°I will ask the Fa-
ther% and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forev-
er. ""He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive be-
cause it does not see him or know him. You know him because he
stays with you and will be in you.

13« will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. In a
little while the world will see me no longer, but you will see me. Be-
cause I live, you also will live. *’In that day you will know that I am
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. *'The one who has my
commands and holds on to them is the one who loves me. And the
one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I too will love him

and show myself to him.”

HYMN: # 745 “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”

J Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, “Who will go and work today?
Fields are ripe and harvests waiting;
who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the Master calleth; rich reward he offers thee.
Who will answer, gladly saying,
“Here am I, send me, send me”?

If you cannot speak like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus, you can say he died for all.

If you cannot rouse the wicked

with the judgment’s dread alarms,

you can lead the little children to the Savior’s waiting arms.

If you cannot be a watchman, standing high on Zion’s wall,
pointing out the path to heaven, off’ring life and peace to all,
with your prayers and with your off’rings
you can do what God demands;
you can be like faithful Aaron,
holding up the prophet’s hands.

Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,”
while the multitudes are dying, and the Master calls for you.
Take the task he gives you gladly,

let his work your pleasure be;

answer quickly when he calleth,

“Here am I, send me, send me!”



SERMON: 1 Peter 3:13-22

“Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?

“But even if you should happen to suffer because of righteous-
ness, you are blessed. Do not be afraid of what they fear, and do
not be troubled. "*But regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your
hearts. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you to give a reason for the hope that is in you. '*But speak with
gentleness and respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so
that those who attack your good way of life in Christ may be put to
shame because they slandered you as evildoers.

Indeed, it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than
for doing evil, "*because Christ also suffered once for sins in our
place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He
was put to death in flesh but was made alive in spirit, "’in which he
also went and made an announcement to the spirits in prison.

Y These spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was wait-
ing in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a
few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water. TAnd corresponding
to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the
body but the guarantee of a good conscience before God through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. **He went to heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made sub-
ject to him.

Please stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body:;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: # 699 “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus”

J Take the world, but give me Jesus, all its joys are but a name;
but his love abides forever, through eternal years the same.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy!
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above!

Take the world, but give me Jesus, sweetest comfort of my soul;
with the Savior watching o’er me,
I can sing, though thunders roll.

Oh, the height and depth of mercy!

Oh, the length and breadth of love!

Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above!

Take the world, but give me Jesus; in his cross my trust shall be
till with clearer, brighter vision face to face my Lord I see.

Oh, the height and depth of mercy!

Oh, the length and breadth of love!

Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above!

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kking-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.



M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #617
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

4 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS this morning are given to the glory of God
by the Daughertys.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff
Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,
Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson,
Kathie Stillwater, and Louise Perry.

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August
22. Start thinking about it now.

STAR CHURCH DIRECTORY: Please update your personal
information as it changes (either online or blue sheets in narthex).

To view and use the directory online, go to:
members.instantchurchdirectory.com
Follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.”

To view and use the directory on your smartphone:
download the App for “Instant Church Directory”

*#* You will need to use your e-mail address as listed in our
directory to create a log-in the first time you use the directory
online and via the mobile app.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday  Circuit Meeting
ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.
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Remember Jesus Christ ...

risen from the dead.

www.starlutheran.org





