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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       
Worship Service 

 

Sunday,  May 31, 2026   10:00 a.m. 
 

The First Sunday after PENTECOST — HOLY TRINITY 
 

 Theme of the day:  The mystery of the Holy Trinity is beyond our  
  comprehension.  Yet it is proclaimed in Scripture and  
  believed by Spirit-wrought hearts of faith.  We believe  
  in the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The  
  Triune God is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.   
  Lose this doctrine, and you lose it all. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN: # 483 “Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty” 

 
 ♫   Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy,  merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons,  blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim  falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 
Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
 only thou art holy;  there is none beside thee, 
 perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

 
Please stand for last verse: 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy,  merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons,  blessed Trinity! 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and de-
serve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 
sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  
       In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
       to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I  
       pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  
       Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect  
       life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed  
       your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  
       strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 



4  

 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 

M: Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling 
and renewing all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting 
your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ: in mercy cleanse 
our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we may ever  
worship you, one true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy 
Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever. 

 

C: ♫ Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The 
earth was undeveloped and empty. Darkness covered the surface of  
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the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.  3God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
4God saw that the light was good. He separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” There was evening and there was morning—the first day.  

6God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters, and let 
it separate the water from the water.” 7God made the expanse, and 
he separated the water that was below the expanse from the water 
that was above the expanse, and it was so. 8God called the expanse 
“sky.” There was evening and there was morning—the second day.  

9God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
to one place, and let the dry land appear,” and it was so. ˻The wa-
ters under the sky gathered to their own places, and the dry land 
appeared.˼10God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathering 
places of the waters he called “seas.” God saw that it was good. 
11God said, “Let the earth produce plants—vegetation that produc-
es seed, and trees that bear fruit with its seed in it—each according 
to its own kind on the earth,” and it was so. 12The earth brought 
forth plants, vegetation that produces seed according to its own 
kind, and trees that bear fruit with its seed in it, each according to 
its own kind, and God saw that it was good. 13There was evening 
and there was morning—the third day.  

14God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to di-
vide the day from the night, and let them serve as markers to indi-
cate seasons, days, and years. 15Let them serve as lights in the ex-
panse of the sky to give light to the earth,” and it was so.  

16God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He also made the stars. 
17God set these lights in place in the expanse of the sky to provide 
light for the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness. God saw that it was good. 
19There was evening and there was morning—the fourth day.  

20God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let 
birds and other winged creatures fly above the earth in the open 
expanse of the sky.” 21God created the large sea creatures and eve-
ry living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, ac-
cording to their own kind, and every winged bird according to its 
own kind. God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them when he 
said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the waters of the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.”  
23There was evening and there was morning—the fifth day.  
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     24God said, “Let the earth produce living creatures according     
to their own kind, livestock, creeping things, and wild animals    
according to their own kind,” and it was so. 25God made the wild 
animals according to their own kind, and the livestock according  
to their own kind, and everything that creeps on the ground        
according to its own kind. God saw that it was good.  

26God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our 
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that crawls on the earth.”  

27God created the man in his own image.  
In the image of God he created him.  
Male and female he created them.  
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill 

the earth, and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.” 29God said, “Look, I have given you every plant that 
produces seed on the face of the whole earth, and every tree that 
bears fruit that produces seed. It will be your food. 30To every ani-
mal of the earth, and to every bird of the sky, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, in which there is the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  

31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. There was evening and there was morning—the sixth day.  

 

2 The heavens and the earth were finished, along with everything 
in them. 2On the seventh day God had finished his work that he 
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had been doing. 3God blessed the seventh day and set it apart as 
holy, because on it he rested from all his work of creation that he 
had done.  

 
Psalm of the Day:   Psalm 8 
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O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!* 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
 
When I consider your heavens,* 
the work of your fingers, 
 
what is man that you are mindful of him,* 
the Son of Man that you care for him? 
 
Refrain 
 
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings* 
and crowned him with glory and honor. 
 
You made him ruler over the works of your hands;* 
you put everything under his feet. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 

 
 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies!  The   
       whole earth is full of his glory!  Alleluia.    (Isaiah 6:3) 
 

C:   ♫    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND LESSON:  2 Corinthians 13:11-14 
 
       11Finally, brothers, rejoice. Set things in order. Be encouraged. 
Agree with one another. Be at peace. And the God of love and 
peace will be with you.  12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13All 
the saints greet you.  
14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
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HYMN:  # 908   “Go Forth and Preach the Gospel”   
 
  ♫  Go forth and preach the gospel to all who are in need. 

As witness to the Savior, go teach by word and deed. 
The Spirit is upon us, and sends us to declare 
 good news of God’s forgiveness to people ev’rywhere. 
 
Go forth and preach the gospel to all who live in fear, 
 and share the joyful message that God is always near. 
The Spirit is upon us, and sends us forth in peace 
 to bring the poor glad tidings, that mercy may increase. 

 
Go forth and preach the gospel; go spread the news abroad! 
Proclaim to ev’ry nation the greatness of our God. 
The Spirit is upon us, that all may understand 
 the promise of salvation revealed to ev’ry land. 
 

 
 
SERMON:  Matthew 28:16-20 
 
       16The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where  Je-
sus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him, 
but some hesitated because they were uncertain. 18Jesus approached 
and spoke to them saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19Therefore go and gather disciples from all na-
tions by baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20and by teaching them to keep all the instructions 
I have given you. And surely I am with you always until the end of 
the age.” 

  
 

THE ATHANASIAN CREED 
    (This creed is named for St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian 
faith in the fourth century.  It was written over a century after the death of   
Athanasius to combat two errors that undermined key scriptural teachings.  
One error denied that God's Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being or God-
head with the Father.  The other error denied that Jesus Christ is true God and 
true man in one person.  The Athanasian Creed continues to serve the Christian 
Church as a standard of the truth.  It declares that whoever rejects the doctrine 
of the Trinity and the doctrine of Christ is without the saving faith. 
     The creed also briefly speaks of the necessity of good works in the life of the 
Christian.  The good works God produces in us and through us are the natural 
consequence of the faith hidden in the heart.  The creed’s reference to doing 
good calls to mind Jesus’ words in John 5:28,29 and his declaration to the 
sheep and the goats on judgment day in Matthew 25:31-46.  
 Good works do not contribute to our salvation.  However, good works demon-
strate our faith in Christ and testify to others that we are Christians.) 
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      Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true 
Christian faith. Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points 
will certainly perish forever. 
 

       Now this is the true Christian faith: We worship one God in    
Trinity and Trinity in Unity, without mixing the persons or dividing 
the divine being. For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—is distinct, but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. What the Father is, so is the 
Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. The Father is uncreated, the Son uncre-
ated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, 
the Holy Spirit infinite; the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Ho-
ly Spirit eternal; yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is 
one who is eternal, just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor 
three who are infinite, but there is one who is uncreated and one who 
is infinite. In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is al-
mighty, and the Holy Spirit is almighty; yet they are not three who 
are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.  
 

     So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; yet 
they are not three Gods, but one God. So the Father is Lord, the Son 
is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; yet they are not three Lords, but one 
Lord. For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person 
individually to be God and Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us 
to speak of three Gods or three Lords. The Father is neither made nor 
created nor begotten of anyone. The Son is neither made nor created, 
but is begotten of the Father alone. The Holy Spirit is neither made 
nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one 
Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. And within this Trinity none 
comes before or after; none is greater or inferior, but all three per-
sons are coequal and coeternal, so that in every way, as stated before, 
the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. Whoever 
wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity. 
 

     It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe 
that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. Now this is the 
true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God's Son, is both God and man. He is God, eternally begot-
ten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time from 
the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and 
human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father 
as to his humanity; and though he is both God and Man, Christ is not 
two persons but one, one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by 
taking the humanity into God; one, indeed, not by mixture of the na-
tures, but by unity in one person; for just as the rational soul and 
flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ.  
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     He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third 
day from the dead. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty, and from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. At his coming all people will rise 
with their own bodies to answer for their personal deeds. Those 
who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done 
evil will go into eternal fire. 
    This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and 
firmly believe this cannot be saved. 
  
 
 
 

HYMN:  # 612   “How Great Thou Art” 
 
  ♫  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
 and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
 and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
 he bled and died to take away my sin; 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
 and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 and there proclaim: “My God, how great thou art!” 
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  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.  
       Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 928   “May the Grace of Christ Our Savior”  
 
       ♫ May the grace of Christ our Savior 

     and the Father’s boundless love 
     with the Holy Spirit’s favor 
     rest upon us from above. 
    Thus may we abide in union 
     with each other and the Lord, 
     and possess in sweet communion 
     joys which earth cannot afford. 

  
 
WELS CONNECTION 
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  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS this morning are given to the glory of God 
  by the Evers in celebration of Jared’s birthday. 
 

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,   
  George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,  
  Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff  
  Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,  
  Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson,  
  Kathie Stillwater, and Louise Perry.  
   

THIS WEEK 
 

  Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
 Thursday Bible Class,  10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
   Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m. 
 
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, fun, promotional,  
    fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August   
    22.  Start thinking about it now.  
  
Good Shepherd Bible Camp:  July 12-18, grades 4-10.  See  
     Pastor Foley for more information and registration forms. 
     Or check out:  goodshepherdbiblecamp.com   
 
 

   

www.starlutheran.org 




