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Worship Service
Sunday, June 14, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Third Sunday after PENTECOST

Theme of the day: God is serious about his holy Word. It
is his power for salvation. It gives us life. Therefore he
doesn’t want anyone adding anything to it or subtracting
anything from it. It may be difficult to stand against those
attacking his Word, but it is always worth it.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #0911 “God, We Sing your Glorious Praises”

(alternate melody)
& God, we sing your glorious praises

as we tell your awesome deeds;

you have fashioned all creation,

and you meet each creature’s needs.
We rejoice in how your people tasted your great faithfulness;
graced through ev’ry generation, we your mighty acts profess.

We remember, Lord, your cov’nant,

which extends from heav’n to earth:

how Christ’s death and resurrection

conquers sin, renews our birth.

Thank you for this gospel message,

which inspires your Church to preach

grace to ev’ry generation in our deeds and in our speech.

Filled with all your Spirit’s power,

we commit ourselves anew

to be faithful to your gospel in the daily work we do.
We will shout your glorious praises,

telling all who have not heard;

grace for ev’ry generation is embodied in your Word.

Please stand for last verse:

Lord, with joy we lift our voices

as we celebrate your grace

which you shower on your people

gathered here and ev’ry place.

Blessed by water, Word, and table,

we, your Church, now pledge to share

grace with ev’ry generation in our witness, work, and prayer.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.



C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.

In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our
prayers. Be gracious to us in our weakness, and give us strength to



keep your commandments in all we say and do; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: JJ Amen. Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Deuteronomy 11:18-21,26-28

*Put these words of mine in your hearts and in your soul, and
tie them on your wrists as signs and as symbols on your forehead.
PTeach them to your children by talking about them when you sit
in your house and when you travel on the road, when you lie down
and when you get up. **Write them on the doorframes of your
houses and on your gates, *'so that your days and the days of your
children may be many on the land that the LORD promised to your
fathers with an oath, as many as the days that the heavens remain
over the earth.

®You see, I am placing before you today a blessing and a curse:
*"the blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your
God that I am giving you today, **or the curse, if you do not listen
to the commandments of the LORD your God and you turn away
from the path that I am commanding you today by walking after
other gods whom you did not know.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 1
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Bless-ed are they who hope, who hope in the Lord.
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Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked*
or stand in the way of sinners.
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But his delight is in the law of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season*

and whose leaf does not wither.

Whatever he does prospers.

Refrain

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,*
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. Your words are a lamp for my feet and a light for my
path. Yes, they are the joy of my heart. Alleluia.
(Psalm 119:105,111)
C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 1:19-2:3

We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. You do
well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts, “’since we
know this above all else: No prophecy of Scripture comes about
from someone’s own interpretation. “'In fact, no prophecy ever
came by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were be-
ing carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 There were false prophets also among the people, just as there
will be false teachers among you. They will secretly bring in destruc-
tive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing
swift destruction on themselves. “Many will follow their depraved
ways, and because of them the way of the truth will be blasphemed.
3In their greed they will exploit you with fabricated messages. Their
condemnation announced long ago is not idle, and their destruction
is not asleep.

HYMN: # 758 “Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds”

7 Let children hear the mighty deeds
which God performed of old,
which in our younger years we saw,
and which our parents told.

Make unto them his glories known,
his works of pow’r and grace,

and we’ll convey his wonders down
through ev’ry rising race.

Our sons and daughters we shall tell
and they will then tell theirs,
that generations yet unborn may teach them to their heirs.

O teach them with all diligence
the truths of God’s own Word,
to place in him their confidence, to fear and trust their Lord,

To learn that in our God alone their hope securely stands,
that they may ne’er forget his works,
but walk in his commands.



SERMON: Matthew 7:15-29

S«Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. '°By their fruit
you will recognize them. You do not gather grapes from thorn
bushes or figs from thistles, do you? "'So then, every good tree pro-
duces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. '°A good tree
cannot produce bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot produce good
fruit. Every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 2’So then, by their fruit you will recognize
them. *'Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Fa-
ther in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name and drive out demons in your name
and perform many miracles in your name?’ **Then I will tell them
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’

#«Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will
be like a wise man who built his house on bedrock. **The rain came
down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house. But it did not fall, because it was founded on bedrock. *°Eve-
ryone who hears these words of mine but does not do them will be
like a foolish man who built his house on sand. >’The rain came
down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell—it was completely destroyed.”

**When Jesus finished speaking these words, the crowds were
amazed at his teaching, “because he taught them as one who had
authority, and not like their experts in the law.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: # 633 “Speak, O Lord”

J Speak, O Lord, as we come to you
to receive the food of your holy Word;
take your truth, plant it deep in us,
shape and fashion us in your likeness,
that the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
all your purposes for your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, holy reverence, true humility;
test our thoughts and our attitudes

in the radiance of your purity.

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see

your majestic love and authority.

Words of pow’r that can never fail,

let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds,

help us grasp the heights of your plans for us,
truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
that will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,
and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till your Church is built,

and the earth is filled with your glory.

OFFERING

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: # 563 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

7 My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare to make no other claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,

I rest on his unchanging grace;

in ev’ry high and stormy gale

my anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, his covenant and blood

support me in the raging flood;

when ev’ry earthly prop gives way,

he then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
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When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before his throne.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff
Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,
Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson,
Kathie Stillwater, and Louise Perry.

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August
22. Start thinking about it now.

Star of Bethlehem Officers (2026-27):

President - Carl Evers Jr.

Secretary - Matthew Evers

Treasurer - Jared Evers

Financial Secretary - Derek Ehinger

Trustees - Karl Koeller; Carl Evers III

Elders - Morris Taubman; Terry Oberg; Steve Daugherty

THIS WEEK

Tuesday  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Communion, 10:00 a.m.
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