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Worship Service
Sunday, June 28, 2026 10:00 a.m.
The Fifth Sunday after PENTECOST

Theme of the day: Christians expect persecution for Jesus’
sake. Nevertheless, we are sustained by the Word of our God.
His gospel makes us bold to confess him before the world.
Only the perfect life and death of our Savior make us willing
and able to make the confession and live the life of his people.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 621 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

Jd Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing;
Alleluia, alleluia! praise the everlasting King!

Praise him for his grace and favor

to his people in distress.

Praise him, still the same as ever,

slow to chide, and swift to bless,

Alleluia, alleluia! glorious in his faithfulness!

Father-like he tends and spares us;

well our feeble frame he knows.

In his hand he gently bears us,

rescues us from all our foes;

Alleluia, alleluia! widely yet his mercy flows!

Please stand for last verse:

Angels, help us to adore him;

you behold him face to face.

Sun and moon, bow down before him;

all who dwell in time and space,

Alleluia, alleluia! praise with us the God of grace!

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.



M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: O God, because your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us
aware of your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in
your eternal love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: J Amen.

Please be seated.



FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 20:7-13

"You persuaded me, Lorp, and I agreed to it.
You are stronger than I am, and you won out.
I have become a laughingstock all day long,
and everyone is mocking me.
*Whenever I speak, I cry out.
I cry out, “Violence and destruction!”
But the word of the Lorp has brought scorn on me.
I am mocked all day long.
’If I say, “I will not mention him
or speak in his name anymore,”
then there is a burning fire in my heart,
shut up in my bones,
and I am weary of holding it in.
I cannot!
T hear many whispering,
“Terror on every side!”
All my close friends,
those who are watching for my fall, say,
“Denounce him! Let’s denounce him.
Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake.
Then we will have the upper hand against him,
and we will take our revenge on him.”
""But the Lorp is with me like a terrifying warrior.
So my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not gain the upper hand.
They will be put to shame completely,
because they have not been successful.
Their eternal disgrace will never be forgotten.

2LLorD of Armies, you test the righteous.
You see the heart and the mind.
Let me see your vengeance on them,
for I have laid out my case before you.
BSing to the LORD!
Praise the LORD,
for he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hand of the wicked.

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 91
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He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High*
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the LORD,*
“He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
Refrain
You will not fear the terror of the night,*
nor the arrow that flies by day.
If you make the Most High your dwelling,*
then no harm will befall you,
no disaster will come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you*
to guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands,*
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain




Verse of the Day:

M: Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, because my power is made
perfect in weakness. Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 12:9)

C: 73 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written
that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 10:5, 21-33

>Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them...

21«Brother will hand over his brother to death, and a father will
do the same with his child. Children will rise up against parents
and have them put to death. **You will be hated by all people be-
cause of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved.

2 And when they persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Amen
I tell you: You will not finish going through the cities of Israel be-
fore the Son of Man comes.

#«A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his
master. *It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher and the
servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beel-
zebul, how much more the members of his household!

26«So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing con-
cealed that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be
made known. “’What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight;
and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the
housetops. *Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell.

P« Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of
them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of
your Father. *’And even the hairs of your head are all numbered.

'So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.
32«Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess
before my Father who is in heaven. **But whoever denies me before
others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.”



HYMN: # 823 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”

Jd Jesus, priceless treasure, fount of purest pleasure,
truest friend to me.
Ah, how long in anguish shall my spirit languish,
yearning, Lord, for thee? Thou art mine, O Lamb divine!
I will suffer naught to hide thee; naught I ask beside thee.

In thine arms I rest me; foes who would oppress me
cannot reach me here.

Though the earth be shaking, ev’ry heart be quaking,
Jesus calms my fear. Lightnings flash and thunders crash;
yet, though sin and hell assail me, Jesus will not fail me.

Satan, I defy thee; death, I now decry thee;

fear, I bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me

nor thy threats alarm me while I sing of peace.

God’s great pow’r guards ev’ry hour;

earth and all its depths adore him, silent bow before him.

Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure,

Jesus is my choice.

Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me thy story

told with tempting voice. Pain or loss or shame or cross

shall not from my Savior move me since he deigns to love me.

Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.

Those who love the Father, though the storms may gather,
still have peace within. Yea, whate’er I here must bear,
thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure!

SERMON: 2 Timothy 4:1-8

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus,
who is going to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his ap-
pearing and his kingdom: *Preach the word. Be ready whether it is
convenient or not. Correct, rebuke, and encourage, with all pa-
tience and teaching. *For there will come a time when people will
not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, because they have itching
ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in line with their
own desires. “They will also turn their ears away from the truth
and will turn aside to myths.
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>As for you, keep a clear head in every situation. Bear hardship.
Do the work of an evangelist. Fulfill your ministry.

You see, I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and
the time of my departure has come. 'I have fought the good fight; I
have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8From now on, there is
reserved for me the crown of righteousness. The Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give it to me on that day, and not only to me but also to
everyone who loved his appearing.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: #895 “Preach You the Word”

& Preach you the Word and plant it home
to those who like or like it not,
the Word that shall endure and stand
when flow’rs and mortals are forgot.

We know how hard, O Lord, the task
your servant bids us undertake:

to preach your Word and never ask
what prideful profit it may make.



The sower sows; his reckless love
scatters abroad the goodly seed,

intent alone that there may be

the wholesome loaves that people need.

Though some be snatched and some be scorched
and some be choked and matted flat,

the sower sows; his heart cries out,

“Oh, what of that, and what of that?”

Of all his scattered plenteousness
one-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
and bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, and what of that?”

Preach you the Word and plant it home
and never faint; the Harvest Lord

who gave the sower seed to sow

will watch and tend his planted Word.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kking-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: J Amen. Amen. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: # 884 “Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See”

& Lord, when your glory I shall see
and taste your kingdom’s pleasure,
your blood my royal robe shall be,
my joy beyond all measure!
When I appear before your throne,
your righteousness shall be my crown;
with these I need not hide me.
And there, in garments richly wrought,
as your own bride I shall be brought,
to stand in joy beside you.

WELS CONNECTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff
Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,
Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson,
Kathie Stillwater, and Louise Perry.

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August
22. Start thinking about it now.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.
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