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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       
                Worship Service 
 

Sunday,  August 23,   2026   10:00 a.m. 
 

The Thirteenth Sunday after  PENTECOST 
   
Theme of the day:  The Holy Christian Church is complete- 
  ly based on the confession that Jesus Christ is the Son of  
  God, our Savior, and through this confession God also  
  protects and extends his church. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  “There Is a Redeemer” 
 
  ♫ There is a Redeemer,   Jesus, God’s own Son, 
       precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
       Holy One. 
           Thank you O my Father, 
   for giving us your Son, 
   and leaving your Spirit till 

                   the work on earth is done. 
 
Jesus, my Redeemer,   name above all names, 
 precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
 hope for sinners slain.  

           Thank you O my Father, 
   for giving us your Son, 
   and leaving your Spirit till 

                   the work on earth is done. 
 
Please stand. 

 
When I stand in glory,  I will see his face; 
 there I’ll serve my King forever 
 in that holy place.  

           Thank you O my Father, 
   for giving us your Son, 
   and leaving your Spirit till 

                   the work on earth is done. 
  

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love  
      and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and  
      deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess  
      our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  
      In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve  
      to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  
      Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me  
      from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect  
      life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed  
      your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  
      strength to live according to his will. 
 

C:  Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

M: Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to 
      know your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth and the life that we 
      may boldly confess him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the  
      way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our  
      Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
      now and forever. 
 

C: ♫ Amen. 
                       Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Exodus 34:5-9 
 
5The Lord came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with 
Moses and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6The Lord passed by 
in front of him and proclaimed: “The Lord, the Lord, the com-
passionate and gracious God, slow to anger, and overflowing with 
mercy and truth, 7maintaining mercy for thousands, forgiving guilt 
and rebellion and sin. He will by no means clear the guilty. He calls 
their children and their children’s children to account for the guilt 
of the fathers, even to the third and the fourth generation.”  

8Moses quickly bowed to the ground and worshipped. 9He said, 
“If I have now found favor in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord 
go along with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, pardon our 
guilt and our sin, and accept us as your possession.” 
 
 
 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:   Psalm 34 

 

Taste and see that the LORD is good;* 
blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 
The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous* 
and his ears are attentive to their cry. 
 
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,* 
and he delivers them. 
 
Refrain 
 
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;* 
he delivers them from all their troubles. 
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The LORD is close to the brokenhearted* 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
 
The LORD redeems his servants;* 
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 

 
Verse of the Day: 
 

M: Alleluia.  “Lord, to whom will we go?  You have the words of  
      eternal life.”  Alleluia.    (John 6:68) 

  

C: ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON:  Romans 10:5-13 
 

5Indeed, Moses writes this about the righteousness that comes 
by the law: “The one who does these things will live by them.” 6But 
the righteousness that comes by faith speaks like this: “Do not say 
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring 
Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word 
is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of 
faith that we are proclaiming. 9Certainly, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with the heart a 
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and it is with the mouth 
that a person confesses, resulting in salvation.  

11For Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”  
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12So there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because the 
same Lord is Lord of all, who gives generously to all who call on 
him. 13Yes, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.”  
  
 
 

HYMN:  # 563   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
 
  ♫  My hope is built on nothing less  
        than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare to make no other claim,  
 but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
   all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When darkness veils his lovely face,  
 I rest on his unchanging grace; 
 in ev’ry high and stormy gale   
 my anchor holds within the veil. 
   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
   all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
His oath, his covenant and blood  
 support me in the raging flood; 
 when ev’ry earthly prop gives way,  
 he then is all my hope and stay. 
   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
   all other ground is sinking sand. 

 
When he shall come with trumpet sound,  
 oh, may I then in him be found, 
 clothed in his righteousness alone,  
 faultless to stand before his throne. 
   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
   all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
 
 

 
SERMON:  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  

14They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
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15He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?”  
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.”  
17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh 

and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heav-
en. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell will not overpower it. 19I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he commanded the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Christ.  

  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
                   maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell.   
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
            the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;     
            the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:  # 856:1-3,5   “Built on the Rock” 

   ♫ Built on the Rock the Church shall stand  
        even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;  
 bells still are chiming and calling, 
 calling the young and old to rest,  
 but above all the soul distressed, 
 longing for rest everlasting. 
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Surely in temples made with hands  
 God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
 high above earth his temple stands,  
 all earthly temples excelling. 
Yet he who dwells in heav’n above  
 chooses to live with us in love, 
 making our bodies his temple. 
 
We are God’s house of living stones,  
 built for his own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns  
 heirs of his wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two his name to tell,  
 yet he would deign with us to dwell 
 with all his grace and his favor. 
 
Grant then, O God, your will be done,  
 that, when the church bells are ringing, 
 many in saving faith may come  
 where Christ his message is bringing: 
 “I know my own; my own know me.  
 You, not the world, my face shall see. 
 My peace I leave with you.  Amen.” 
 

 
 
OFFERING 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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M:    Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
         Live in harmony with one another.  
         Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

C:   ♫  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 869   “Onward, Christian Soldiers”  
  ♫ Onward, Christian soldiers,  marching as to war, 

 with the cross of Jesus  going on before. 
Christ, the royal master,  leads against the foe; 
 forward into battle  see his banners go! 
     Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
      with the cross of Jesus going on before. 
 
Like a mighty army  moves the Church of God; 
 brothers, we are treading where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided,  all one body we, 
 one in hope and doctrine,  one in charity. 
     Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
      with the cross of Jesus going on before. 

 
Crowns and thrones may perish,  kingdoms rise and wane, 
 but the Church of Jesus  constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never  ’gainst that Church prevail; 
 we have Christ’s own promise,  and that cannot fail. 
     Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
      with the cross of Jesus going on before. 
   
Onward, then, ye faithful,  join our happy throng, 
 blend with ours your voices  in the triumph song: 
 Glory, laud, and honor  unto Christ the King; 
 this through countless ages  saints and angels sing. 
 Onward, Christian soldiers,  marching as to war, 
  with the cross of Jesus  going on before. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,   
  George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,  
  Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff  
  Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,  
  Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson,  
  Kathie Stillwater, Louise Perry, and Phil Schaaf.  
 
   
 
 
 

  THIS WEEK 
 

    Tuesday  NO ESL  
   Thursday  NO Bible Class     
    NO ESL 
     Sunday  Bible Class & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
 

 
 

 
COMING UP:  ESL Open House and Fiesta, Tuesday,  
  September 15th, 5:30-7:30 p.m.    
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        … and on this rock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
                     I will build my church... 




