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Worship Service

Sunday, August 30, 2026 10:00 a.m.
The Fourteenth Sunday after PENTECOST

Theme of the day: The message of Christ crucified is offensive
and foolish to the flesh -- but nowhere near as offensive as the
cross of the Christian. Yet Jesus teaches cross-bearing as a
necessary consequence of following him. Just like with the
salvation he provides: first the cross; then the crown...

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #493 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

J Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom near;
go forth, as he approaches, with alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; the Bridegroom is at hand.

You saints, who here in patience

your cross and suff’rings bore,

shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory the Lamb you shall behold,
in triumph lay before him your shining crowns of gold.

Please stand for last verse:

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;

arise, O Sun so longed for, above this shadowed sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.

In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.



M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame
of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our
cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: /& Amen. Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 15:15-21

50 Lorp, you understand. Remember me and care for me.
Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me.
You are slow to anger. Do not take me away.
Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace.



19y our words came to me, and I devoured them.
Your words became my joy, the delight of my heart,
because I bear your name,
O Lorp God of Armies.
'71 did not sit with the band of partygoers,
nor did I celebrate with them.
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me.
You filled me with indignation.
' Why is my pain unending?
Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal?
Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me,
like a source of water that a person can’t depend on?
' Therefore this is what the LORD says.
If you repent, I will take you back,
so that you may stand before me.
If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless,
you will be my spokesman.
They must turn to you, but you must not turn to them.
21 will make you like a bronze wall to this people.
They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you,
because I am with you to save you
and to rescue you, declares the LORD.
2'T will rescue you from the hand of the wicked,
and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 31

A Refrain
G —— J "L‘; | | — . ——
D e o o — g o ¢ & o o
Sure-ly, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and
n
——— : — i —
o= I 7 ———— ! ! ! !
) a- s 4 ¢ o
not be a - fraid. For the Lord is my strong-hold and my
H
A | — I N J I_:-I | — I I
S — ) e
sure  de-fense, and he will  be my Sav - ior.



Psalm tone

p—

N>

II"I

t

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;*

deliver me in your righteousness.

Be my rock of refuge,*
a strong fortress to save me.

Into your hands I commit my spirit;*
redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

Refrain

My times are in your hands;*
save me in your unfailing love.

How great is your goodness,*
which you have stored up for those who fear you.

You heard my cry for mercy*
when I called to you for help.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
1s now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Verse of the Day:

M: Alleluia. If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take
up his cross, and follow me. Alleluia.

C: 5 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

(Mark 8:34)



GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 16:21-26

*'From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had
to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief
priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised again.

2peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May
you receive mercy, Lord! This will never happen to you.”

2But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a snare to me because you are not thinking the things of
God, but the things of men.”

*Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow
me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. >In fact
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it. *°After all, what will it benefit a person if
he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what can a per-
son give in exchange for his soul?

HYMN: #694 “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken”

Jd Jesus, I my cross have taken, all to leave and follow you;
destitute, despised, forsaken, you on earth once suffered, too.
Perish ev’ry fond ambition, all I’ve ever hoped or known;
yet how rich is my condition,
God and heav’n are still my own!

Let the world despise and leave me;

they have left my Savior, too.

Human hearts and looks deceive me;
you are not, like them, untrue.

And, since you have smiled upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,

foes may hate and friends may shun me;
show your face, and all is bright.

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure!

Come, disaster, scorn, and pain!

In your service pain is pleasure, with your favor loss is gain.
I have called you Abba, Father; you my all in all shall be.
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather,

all must work for good to me.



Haste, my soul, from grace to glory,
armed by faith and winged by prayer;
all but heav’n is transitory,

God’s own hand shall guide you there.

Soon shall end this earthly story,
swift shall pass the pilgrim days,
hope soon change to heav’nly glory,
faith to sight and prayer to praise.

SERMON: Romans 8:18-25

8For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us.
PIn fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God
to be revealed. 2’For creation was subjected to futility, not by its
own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope
?Ithat even creation itself will be set free from slavery to corrup-
tion, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of
God.

2For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains
right up to the present time. >And not only creation, but also we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
body. *Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. But hope that is
seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he already sees? *But
if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with
patient endurance.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body:
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: # 867 “Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near”

/i Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near,
your Savior's gracious promise hear;
his faithful Word you can believe,
that as your days your strength shall be.

Your faith is weak, your foes are strong,
and if the conflict should be long,
the Lord will make the tempter flee,
that as your days your strength shall be.
So, sing with joy, afflicted one;
the battle's fierce, but the vict’ry's won!
God shall supply all that you need;
yes, as your days your strength shall be.

Should persecution rage and flame,

still trust in your Redeemer's name.

In fiery trials you shall see

that as your days your strength shall be.
So, sing with joy, afflicted one;
the battle's fierce, but the vict’ry's won!
God shall supply all that you need;
yes, as your days your strength shall be.

When called to bear your weighty cross,

or sore affliction, pain, or loss,

or deep distress, or poverty,

still as your days your strength shall be
So, sing with joy, afflicted one;
the battle's fierce, but the vict’ry's won!
God shall supply all that you need;
yes, as your days your strength shall be.



OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: J Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #405 “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”

& On my heart imprint your image,
blessed Jesus, King of grace,
that life’s riches, cares, and pleasures
have no pow’r to hide your face.
Let the clear inscription be:
Jesus, crucified for me,
is my life, my hope’s foundation,
and my glory and salvation.

WELS CONNECTION
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Rylan Downs, Jeff
Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings,
Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson,
Kathie Stillwater, Louise Perry, Phil Schaaf, and Ilene Trevarrow.

THIS WEEK
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.

Sunday  Bible Class & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.

COMING UP: ESL Open House and Fiesta, Tuesday,
September 15th, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

If anyone take up
wants to his
follow me, | Cross,
let him and
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himself, 4 ' me.
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