
June 19, 2011
Trinity Sunday

 “Jesus’ Parting Words Give Us Confidence to Witness”

Matthew 28:16-20

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 

doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

We are surprised to hear that some of the disciple of Jesus had doubts even as he was 
speaking to them for the last time and ready to ascend up into heaven.  I cannot imagine 
that they had doubts about Jesus’ resurrection, or his death on the cross for their sins or 
that he was their Lord and God or that he loved them.  They had seen the nail marks in 
his hands.   But it does appear from what Jesus says that they had doubts about their own 
ability to carry on the work Jesus had called them to do.  

The word used here for doubt has the thought of having two opinions or being divided in 
the mind.   Have you ever had a divided mind or two opinions or doubts about your ability 
to take the blessings Jesus has given to you and share them with other people?  Where 
can we find greater confidence and greater boldness to witness to our faith?   Let’s go to 
the words Jesus spoke to his disciples before he ascended into heaven. Jesus spoke these 
words for Christians of every age, especially when we doubt that we can do the work the 
Lord has called us to do.  

Jesus promises to provide us with his power 

What a boost of confidence we receive when hear Jesus remind us that his power is there 
to help us.  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”   The disciples 
had first hand experience with Jesus’ power.   They had seen his miracles with their own 
eyes.  They watched blind people open their eyes and see, lame people jump up and walk, 
and even dead people rise from the dead.  What power they saw in Jesus as he appeared 
to them on the night of his resurrection and showed them the nail marks in his hands.   
Jesus kept these nail marks in his hands to provide Christians of every age the assurance 
that he did rise from the dead and he did pay for all of our sins. 

I am holding in my hand an electric drill.   This drill cannot drill holes in wood or metal 
by itself, even if I put a sharp drill bit into it.  However, when we hook up our drill to an 
electric cord we tap into electricity that comes from a power plant over power lines and 
through electric wires and into this cord to power the drill.  Jesus says, “All authority or 
power in heaven and earth has been given to me.”  He tells us this to assure us that he 
will supply us with the power that is needed to help us bring the message of salvation to 
people in these last days.  



Think of the power that was unleashed when God created the heavens and the earth.   In 
our first reading we heard once again about the power of God that created the heavens 
and the earth.  Jesus was there in the beginning creating the heavens and the earth along 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  John 1 tells us “Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.”   Who created the world in which we 
live?  The Father created the world, the Son created the world and the Holy Spirit created 
the world, three persons and yet one God.   All that power of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit is there to help us bear witness to other people about this one true God.   

When Isaiah received a vision from the true God he heard the angels singing, “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.”  The true God asked “Whom shall I send and who shall go for us?” Isaiah 
responds with the words, “Here am I send me!”  He was not bragging and boasting.  He 
was confident the Lord would give him the power and strength to say the right words.    
The early Christians prayed for power from the Lord to witness boldly to their faith even 
though they were persecuted for what they believed.  They prayed: “Now, Lord, consider 
their threats and enable your servants speak your word with great boldness.”   Jesus said 
that we can ask the Father for anything in his name and he will hear us.  

Jesus promises to provide us with the means

The Lord not only provides the power bring God’s Word to other people, he also gives 
power to the Word of God and Baptism to change the lives of people.  “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”   We 
do not have the power to make disciples of nations or to change their lives.  This power 
rests with God.  

What amazing power we have in the blessing of Holy Baptism. Baptism has the power to 
bring people into the kingdom of God and create saving faith in their lives.   Baptism is not 
something we do for God to show our loyalty to God. It is not just a public expression of 
faith as some are teaching today.  Baptism is a blessing that comes to us from.  In Baptism 
the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit puts his name on us.  Galatians 3 tells us, “You 
are all the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourself with Christ.”   Baptism brings Jesus robe of righteousness to us and 
covers us.  Titus 3 says, “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.”   We 
can wake up every morning saying “I have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.”  Our Lord Jesus wants people all over the world to become his disciples 
through this blessing of Baptism.  

We also have God’s Word that leads people to become Jesus’ disciples.  Jesus says we are 
to make disciples by “teaching them everything I have commanded you.”  Jesus promised 
the Holy Spirit who would teach the disciples and then bring everything to their memory.  
“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  The Holy Spirit took what 
God revealed to the disciples and then guided the writing process so that people all over 
the world can read the Bible and know that it comes from God.   I am holding in my hand 
a small MP3 player that people can use to listen to the Bible.  One Christian group called 
“Faith Comes by Hearing” is placing these sticks into the hands of our soldiers in Iraq and 



Afghanistan so they can hear the Word of God.  

Jesus does not want us to alter or change what he has taught us, or put our own spin or 
interpretation on what he has said.  He wants us to teach people all things that he has 
told us.  This means we have the very hard job of telling the people the truth about sin 
just as Jesus did when he said, “Out of the heart cines evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.”   Jesus warned about the judgment that 
comes with sinful thoughts and actions when he said, “Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”  Jesus loved people enough to tell them if 
they did not believe in him for forgiveness and acceptance before God they would perish 
eternally.  

People need to hear from God’s Word how they are saved from their sin. As long as this 
world stands, true believers will say with the Apostle Paul: “I determined to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”   We are looking forward to our Star 
Bible Camp that starts tomorrow morning at 9:00 AM.  What do we want the children to 
learn from God’s Word?  We want to teach them how they need Jesus to be saved, and we 
want them to know what Jesus did to rescue them.   There are so many wonderful ways 
that the Bible presents God’s love for us.  God’s Word has tremendous power.  It changes 
the lives of people and makes them disciples.  Jesus has left us his Word and his Words 
are spirit and life. 

Jesus promises to provide us with his presence

To strengthen our confidence even more, Jesus tells us that he will always be with us.  “And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

An elderly Jewish man once asked me, “If all the Christians in the world pray to Jesus as the same 
time, how can he hear their prayers?”   We know Jesus can hear our prayers and also be with us 
where ever we are, because Jesus is God.   Corrie ten Boom said, “There is no pit so deep that 
Christ is not deeper.”  He promises to be with us always, to the very end of the age.  No matter 
how hard the days may be, or how tough the times may be for the church, Jesus promises to be 
there with us. 

There is a picture that the Bible uses to describe how close we are to Jesus at all times.  In 
Ephesians 1 it says, “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be the head 
over everything for the church which is his body, the fullness of him fills everything in every way.”   
He is there with us and ready to use his power to help us.  Here is how our God tells us that he is 
with us in Isaiah 41:10, and often quoted verse of the Bible:  “So do not fear; for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will hold you with 
my righteous right hand.”  A Christian nurse developed a friendship with a lady in the hospital who 
was also Christian.  She was there with her before they wheeled her into serious surgery.  The 
woman was praying and told the nurse, “I know that if I don’t make it through the surgery I will 
be with Jesus, and if do make it through the surgery Jesus will be with me.”   That’s not just true 
of major surgery, it is also true of the important work of witnessing to people that Jesus gives us 
in these last days.  

Saint Patrick was a missionary to Ireland.  He returned to the people of Ireland who once enslaved 
him to tell them about Jesus.  The Druid priests opposed him and threatened his life.  Saint Patrick 
had a song or poem that he loved to repeat to himself about Jesus being with him: “Christ with 



me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ 
on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks 
of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me.”  Do you know where the 
expression “Good bye” comes from?  It is an old English greeting “God be with you.”    That’s the 
confidence we have this morning as we listen to Jesus tell us he is always with us.  He brings 
people to faith through baptism and the Word.  He provides us with tremendous power that we 
can always count on.  Amen.


