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“You Believe in Miracles”

Matthew 14:13-21

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the 

towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds 
away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 16 Jesus 
replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 17 “We 
have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 18 “Bring them 
here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks 
and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked 
up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those 
who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Last August, the world was shocked by the news of 33 Chilean copper miners who were 
trapped in a dark and dank cavern 2000 feet below the surface.  Numerous attempts were 
made to drill holes into the ground to locate the cavern where the miners were trapped.  
Days went by and the miners started losing hope.  Finally a drilling rig was able to break 
through into the cavern.  The miners received fresh water, fresh air, food, and even MP3 
players that contained the Bible.  A larger hole was dug and after two months underground, 
the miners were brought to the surface.

You and I were born into this into a cavern of darkness.  The book of Ephesians says, 
“without hope and without God.”  Then God broke into your life and mine with the power 
of his Holy Word and opened our hearts and minds to believe in miracles.  We were like the 
man who told me a few years ago that he would only believe in what he could see, touch, 
smell and hear with his own senses.  Here in this book the Holy Bible the Lord our God 
reveals to us the miracle of how he created us and our world.  He reveals how he saved us 
through the miracle of Jesus birth, life, death and resurrection.  The Christian faith is all 
about believing in miracles as the angel once told Mary, “With God all things are possible.”

This morning we want to turn attention to this amazing miracle that Jesus performed 
when he fed thousands of people with only five barley loaves and two small fish.  God has 
broken into your life, your dark and hopeless existence, and revealed this miracle to you.  
He has given you the miracle of the faith to believe this actually happened. 

You know the impossible

This account in Matthew begins with Jesus seeking a remote place.  He wanted to be alone 
with his heavenly Father in prayer.  “When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew 
by boat privately to a solitary place.”  Jesus listened as John the Baptist’s disciples describe 



the gruesome way John had been beheaded by King Herod.  Remember that Jesus is not 
only Lord and God, but also fully human.  He was affected by John’s death just as we are 
affected by the death of people we love.  He wants the time to be alone with his Father in 
prayer, just as we seek to be alone with our heavenly Father when we are going through 
difficult times. 

The people see Jesus going off to a remote place with his beloved disciples, and they 
follow after him.  “Hearing of this the crowds followed him on foot from the towns.”  As 
the crowd passes through the towns and villages it continues to grow and swell.   How did 
Jesus respond to this large crowd that was coming after him?  It says, “When Jesus landed 
and saw the large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.”

In another part of Matthew it says that he had compassion and saw the crowds as sheep 
without a shepherd.  Jesus longed to have these people confess, “The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want.”  He always spent time teaching them about the kingdom of God.  He 
wanted them to believe that they are loved by God, not on the basis of how well they 
lived their lives, but on the basis of the perfect life he would live for them and the perfect 
death he would die to pay for their sin.   Can’t you see Jesus working the crowd, not as 
a politician might do, but as our Savior who is desperately reaching out to the lost with 
every bit of time that he has?

The disciples notice that the crowd is so busy trying to be near Jesus and listening to 
him, that they have not made arrangements to have enough food to eat.  “As evening 
approached the disciples said to him, ‘This is a remote place, and its already getting late.  
Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”  
Jesus has a different solution to the problem of the people not having enough food.  He 
tells his disciples, “They do not need to go away.  You give them something to eat.”  
Immediately they show Jesus how impossible it was to feed this large crowd by saying, 
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish.”   The 33 Chilean miners faced an 
impossible situation. They only had a little bit of tuna fish left which they passed  around 
once a day so each one could have a little taste of what food was left.

The Bible is filled with examples of people who faced impossible situations that required 
God to perform a miracle to rescue them.  When God’s people left Egypt they traveled 
through the desert without enough food and water.  God took care of the problem by 
sending manna from heaven and caused water to gush forth from a rock.  David faced 
an impossible situation as he picked up five smooth stones from the brook to combat the 
mighty giant Goliath.  Jonah was swallowed by a great fish and he miraculously survived 
for three days and three nights inside the belly of the great fish.  The Lord our God knows 
how to miraculously deliver his people when they face impossible situations.

Jesus saw how impossible it was for us to save ourselves.  We may be able to protect 
ourselves from disasters by having an emergency supply of food and water, but we cannot 
protect ourselves from the judgment to come without Jesus. This weekend a large hurricane 
is striking the East Coast of our country.  Millions of people spent this past week stocking 
up on food, making sure they had enough water, charging their cell phones and filling their 
cars with gas because they wanted extra resources on hand to survive a major disaster.   
Have you ever seen the five gallon pails at Costco that have enough dried food to survive 
a disaster?  When it comes to the end of the world and the final judgment I have nothing 



to offer God to save me, just as the people who followed Jesus had no food to eat.

How desperate is our situation?  How impossible is it for us to save ourselves?   Listen to 
how the Lord our God describes our desperate situation in Isaiah  59: “But your iniquities 
have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he 
will not hear.”   Then the Lord tells us how foolish we are to not accept the reality of the 
impossible.  “They rely on empty arguments and speak lies; they conceive trouble and 
give birth to evil.  They hatch the eggs of vipers and spin a spider’s web.  Whoever eats 
their eggs will die.”   Romans 3 describes how impossible it is for us to save ourselves with 
these words, “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the 
law, rather through the law we become conscious of sin.”   How large is our national debt?  
It is now over 14 trillion dollars.  Even if Bill Gates or Warren Buffet volunteered their 
money to pay off the debt it would be only a drop in the bucket.  It is utterly impossible 
for a sinner like you or me to even pay off one single sin with a life of good deeds.   We fall 
desperately short of God’s glory.  We desperately need Jesus to do the impossible for us. 

You know the miracles

You have seen the impossible situation.  Now let’s look at the miracle Jesus performs to 
show us he can do the impossible.  He calls on the disciples to bring the meager amount 
of food to him.  He directs the people to sit down on the grass.  Then Jesus takes the 
five loaves and two fish and gives thanks to his heavenly Father for the blessing of the 
food.   Think of how many times in your life you have bowed your head and thanked the 
Lord for the food that has been given to you.   The Lord causes the tomatoes to grow in 
my garden.  The Lord provides the bread for a delicious pizza.  The Lord sends angels to 
protect us when we travel on busy freeways.  The Lord is also able to perform miracles 
such as feeding thousands of people with only five barley loaves and two small fish when 
he chooses. The Lord is able to give us his body and blood with the bread and wine in the 
Holy Sacrament.

It says that they all ate and were satisfied.  There are even twelve baskets left over.  
As Jesus breaks the bread and fish and hands it to his disciples, the food miraculously 
multiplies.  Hungry people keep eating food until they are completely satisfied.  Twelve 
baskets of left offers assure us that Jesus is able to perform a mighty miracle to prove he 
is our Lord and God who can save us.   John 20 says of these miracles Jesus performed, 
“Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples what are 
not written in this book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

Do you know that there are some pastors, even some Lutheran pastors and Baptist pastors 
and Presbyterian pastors who believe this miracle did not happen as the Bible tells us?  
Here is what one Lutheran minister said in a sermon posted on the internet:  “When these 
five thousands men saw the example of the boy giving Jesus his five loaves of bread 
and two fish, these men were inspired to look inside their coats and share the food they 
had brought with them, that was hidden inside their clothing.”  Then it says, “The real 
transformation then, was not of the loaves, but of five thousand selfish hearts.”  It make 
us so sad to hear how the miracles of Jesus are marginalized, denigrated and blatantly 
denied. 



Oh, my dear Christians, you are so thankful this morning that the Lord you God has 
broken through your life and created faith in you to believe the miracles happened just as 
the Bible teaches. You believe with all your heart that Jesus did fed 5000 people with five 
barley loaves and two fish.  You believe that the people had more than enough to eat and 
there were even twelve baskets left over.  You also believe in the amazing miracle that 
Jesus took every sin you have committed upon himself, paid the penalty for the sin, rose 
from the dead and did the impossible of declaring us forgiven.  You believe the words of 
the prophecy in Isaiah 53, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was upon him.  You believe in the 
miracle that Jesus will someday raise you to life again on the last day, just as he raised 
himself to life again three days after he died.  You believe that Jesus has miraculously 
placed himself in a position of power at the right hand of God.  You believe that nothing 
will ever separate you from his love. Think of what a privilege it is to tell the world about 
the miracles Jesus has done to rescue us.  Amen.


