November 18, 2012
Saints Triumphant
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DaniEL 12:1-3

t that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise.

There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning
of nations until then. But at that time your people-- everyone whose name is
found written in the book-- will be delivered. ? Multitudes who sleep in the dust
of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt. 3> Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

Imagine for a moment that you are God’s people packing up your stuff to leave the land
of Egypt to go to the Promised Land. You have to pack light. You need to carry enough
food and water. There is a sense of excitement as you join two million of your people and
follow your leader Moses. You know the Lord your God is with you because he is guiding
you through the desert with a pillar of fire at night and a cloud by day. You are saints
triumphant on the way to the Promised Land the Lord has prepared for you.

Trouble comes. The Egyptians send an army out to bring you back, an army with chariots
and horses that will kill many of your people, including women and children. You see
behind you the dust rising from the chariots and horses. You see the Red Sea in front of
you and there is no escape. Instead of trusting in the Lord and listening to your leader
Moses, you cry out in fear, "Why have you brought us out into the desert to die? Why
didn’t you leave us die in the land of Egypt?” Then you hear your leader Moses say to
you, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you
today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.” The waters of the Red Sea
miraculously divide. You walk across on dry ground. The Egyptians try to follow after you.
The waters of the Red Sea drown the entire Egyptians army.

On this Saints Triumphant Sunday we want you to think of yourself as God’s holy and
special people marching to the Promised Land where you will shine like the brightness of
the heavens basking in the glory of the Lord. We also want you to realize that there will
be troubles that come to you just as troubles came to God’s people who were going to the
land of milk and honey. The Lord already knows the troubles you will experience. He also
has planned how he will deliver you when these troubles come. Forrest Gump said, “Life
is like a box of chocolates” because you never know what you will get. That’s not true for
God’s triumphant saints. You know that life will bring you trouble, but it will also bring you
amazing deliverances from the Lord.

See the distress that will come

What does your future hold? According to these words of Daniel there will be a time
of great distress for God’s people who are living in the last days. “There will be a time
of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then.” Daniel
received visions of great nations rising in power and then fallen. He heard the Lord predict



a nation would rise up and desecrate the temple of the Lord and set up an abomination
that causes desolation. In 70 AD the mighty Roman legions entered Jerusalem and
destroyed the temple of the Lord. They mounted the Roman eagle in the temple of the
Lord and poured pigs blood on the altar. Thousands of people lost their lives through
famine and sword. Yet, those times of great distress were not as bad as the times that we
will face as the end draws near. Jesus told his disciples when they saw this abomination
that causes desolation to take place in their life time they were to get out of Jerusalem
and flee to the hills.

Perhaps you have heard people describe the world in which we live as a madhouse. It may
be a madhouse but it is also a war zone where Satan and his minions are geared up for a
battle to deceive as many people as possible before the hand comes. Ephesians says that
we do not fight against flesh and blood but “spiritual wickedness in high places.” We find
comfort in these words of Daniel, “At that time Michael the great prince who protects your
people will arise.” Daniel chapter ten describes Michael the archangel working behind the
scenes to defeat the Satan inspired evil forces of the Persian Empire. We cannot see this
warfare between God’s holy angels and Satan’s evil angels, but we know from what we
are told here that those who are fighting for us are greater than those who are against
us. Recall what Elisha said when he saw the fiery chariots of God’s angels protecting him
against the 3000 Syrian soldiers who had come to capture him. “Those who are with us
are greater than those who are against us.”

In Matthew 24 Jesus also speaks of a time of great distress coming for the church. “For
then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now,
never to be equaled again.” There stress that comes to us in daily battles of life, and
there are times of great distress. Do you ever find yourself stressing out because of
the news? We see the effects of Adam’s sin in our world. We are living in a dying world
where hurricanes take human life and cause much suffering, diseases and infections enter
our bodies. If only there was a cure for cancer? We live in a world where the daily news
includes car accidents, shootings, and stabbings in our own community. You cannot think
because you are a Christian you will be spared from the problems the rest of the world
faces. Because you follow Jesus you can expect the last days to be even more difficult for
you because of the cross that you carry for Jesus and the concern you have for people and
where they will spend eternity.

Both the prophet Daniel and our Lord Jesus spoke about an abomination of desolation that
would occur in the history of the church. Daniel predicted in chapter 11 that the “armed
forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and abolish the daily sacrifices.” The
daily sacrifices in the temple stopped when the Roman legions destroyed Jerusalem and
the temple in 70 AD. All through history these temple sacrifices pointed to Jesus the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world. In these last days, Satan will do everything in
his power to lead large numbers of people away from trusting in Jesus’ sacrifice for their
salvation. He does this through false religions and false teaching that rises up within the
church. Some of the largest and most successful churches in our country spend lots of
time coaching and cajoling people on how to live their lives and very little time on showing
people the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

How will we survive the last days when saints of God are attacked by forces without the
church and forces within the church? How will we survive days of trouble when we feel



like we are being afflicted the way Job was afflicted? Oh, what comfort we find in these
words of Daniel, “"But at that time your people- everyone whose name is written in the
book- will be delivered.” When the times of great distress come, you know that the Lord
has already planned a way to deliver you from those difficult times.

Your name is written in the book. Dear Christian, the Lord has adopted you into his
family. You were born with your name written in the book of death. You were dead in your
trespasses and sin. You were without hope and without God. Now your name is written in
the book of life. You are alive in Christ. You cling to Christ and his righteousness for your
salvation. You have given up all hope of trusting in yourself for your salvation. Listen to
what the Lord promises in Psalm 50:15, “"Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver
and you will glorify me.” Listen to the Lord’s promise in Isaiah 41:10, “So do not fear, for
I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God, I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 1 Corinthians 10 assures us, “And God
is faithful: he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” How many
times has the Lord delivered you this past week?

See the final victory that is yours

All of the deliverances the Lord brings into your life now culminate in the ultimate deliverance
that comes for God’s saints on the last day. “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth
will awake, some to everlasting life, and others to shame and everlasting contempt.” The
earth is filled with the bodies of people who have died and been reduced to dust. Some
day this multitude of bodies will be raised to life again. Jesus said, “"Do not be amazed
at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come
out.” Some will be raised to everlasting life others to everlasting shame and contempt. 1
Corinthians 15 says, “"We will all be changed in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet.” The Bible calls this hope we have of a resurrection on the last day “a living
hope.” We live each day and every hour with the hope of being raised to everlasting
life on the last day. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4, “Our light and momentary troubles
are achieving an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” With the resurrection of our
bodies on the last day, we can look at the distress of life and say, “In the light of eternity
does it really matter?”

We worry about those who will rise to face an eternity of shame and contempt. We pray
for them. We ask the Lord to help us witness to them. The Lord does not want anyone to
perish. He wants everyone to come to repentance.

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead
many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.” Saints of God, you are wise. You
know what Jesus has done to save. You know how sin has made you unacceptable to God
and there is no way you can pay for what you have done wrong. You know that God has
done everything for you in Jesus his Son. Because of Jesus you look forward to shining
like the brightness of the heavens. Jesus prayed for you to see this shining glory when
he said, “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see
my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the
world.” No more stress, no more distress, no more sin, no more tears, no more aches and
pain, no more disappointments with how we are living our lives. “"When we’ve been there



ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, We've no less days to sing God’s praise then
when we first begun.”

Some day we will shine like stars as we see how the Lord used us in many different ways
to lead others to righteousness. Amen.



