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“We Have Seen the Risen Lord”

John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again 
Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven.” 24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put 
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe 
it.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, 
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.

My good friend John Beck is a pastor living in Reno, Nevada.  He will soon be leaving Reno 
to move to Tennessee.  He sent me a copy of a sermon that he is preaching this Sunday, 
his last sermon in Reno before he moves to Tennessee.  In this sermon he expounds on 
the words just read to you from John 20.  But instead of preaching it through beginning 
at verse 19, he starts at the end of this section and goes backwards, not from top to 
bottom, but from the bottom to the top. This approach to speaking on this text helped me 
to appreciate these well known words even more.  

Today I want to follow in my friend’s footsteps and speak on this theme: “We Have Seen 
the Risen Lord” starting from the bottom and going up.

So we start at the end with these words: 30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. Haven’t these words often captivated your 
attention?  Jesus did many other miraculous signs in addition to the miracles that are 
recorded for us in the New Testament.  The gospel accounts astound us with the miracles 
Jesus performed to prove that he is our Lord and God.  Yet, there are many more miracles 
that happened but were never recorded by the New Testament writers who were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit to record these astounding miracles of Jesus.



Today we sit here with eyes wide open in amazement at the miracles Jesus did.  We see 
thousands of people fed with only five little loaves of barely and two small fish.  We see a 
man who was deaf and unable to speak suddenly hearing for the first time and speaking 
words that normally would take years to develop and learn.  He hears a bird sing and he 
knows it is a bird . After Jesus changed water into wine, it says his disciples believed in 
him.  When Jesus rose from the dead his disciples boldly confessed him as their Lord and 
God.  With tremendous joy they said to each other “We have seen the risen Lord.”  In the 
book of Acts we hear Peter fearlessly tell the good news that God the Father raised his Son 
Jesus from the dead.

Now let’s go back up in our text to verse 29 which says, 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because 
you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.”  You were not there when Jesus rose from the dead.  Yet you believe 
this happened because the Holy Spirit has led you to believe Jesus rose from the dead.  
You find yourself right there with Peter and John when they enter the empty tomb and see 
the grave clothes left behind.  You find yourself right there looking at the wounds in the 
hands of Jesus.  You are there when they offer Jesus some broiled fish and he eats the 
food to prove he bodily rose from the dead.  As we heard last Sunday you believe with all 
your  heart that someday you will bodily rise from the dead.  What we see with our eyes 
of faith is actually more real than what we see with our physical eyes.  Everything we see 
with our physical eyes will perish but what we seen in Jesus’ body risen from the dead 
lasts forever.

Now we turn our attention to Thomas who refused to believe the other disciples when 
they said that he had seen the risen Lord.  24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of 
the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand 
into his side, I will not believe it.”  Thomas has one whole week to listen to the other 
disciples talk about seeing Jesus with nail prints in his hands and the open wound in his 
side.  One whole week of saying over and over again, “We have seen the Lord.”  Jesus 
rising from the dead was on their lips and in their hearts and part of everything they did.  
Still  Thomas refused to believe unless he could personally put his finger where the nails 
were and thrust his hand into his side.  For one whole week Thomas heard them talking 
about the way Jesus opened the Scriptures to them to show them how he would rise from 
the dead from verses in the Old Testament.  For one whole week he had opportunity to 
hear them talking about the angels at the tomb of Jesus and Jesus personally appearing 
to Mary.  How much evidence does it take to convince doubting Thomas that Jesus actually 
rose from the dead?

Why is it that the very mention of the name Thomas strikes a responsive chord in all us?  
Why do we relate to him and the doubts that he had?  Because I am Thomas’ long lost 
twin.  The nickname for Thomas was Didymus  which means twin.  It always amazes me 
that I see Jesus’ resurrection body so clearly with eyes of faith, and yet I allow doubts 
and concerns to live right there alongside of my eyes that see Jesus is alive.  I can sing so 
loudly from the words of the hymn, “He lives to silence all my fears.  He lives to wipe away 
my tears.”  I wish I could always say I am as bold as Peter and John were in the book of 
Acts as they witnessed to Jesus’ resurrection.  In this postmodern age we all want a safe 
place where we can lock the doors and hide.



Yes, Thomas is my twin.  I don’t come from Missouri which is called the “Show me state.”  
Yet, I share the sentiments of the honest congressman from Missouri who once said to 
others in congress, “I come from a state that raises corn and cotton and cockleburs and 
Democrats, and frothy eloquence neither convinces nor satisfies.  I am from Missouri.  You 
have got to show me.”  Thomas like this congressman was honest about his own failings 
and weaknesses.  Our sinful nature leads us to question whether we can truly live each 
day as if Christ rose from the dead yesterday, is here with us today, and is returning in 
glory tomorrow.  So we say with the man who came to Jesus for help with his very sick 
son, “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.”

So we turn to Jesus and with eyes of faith we hear Jesus help Thomas and also us with 
every doubt and fear that we may have now and in the future. 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  It strikes me as strange that the 
disciples were still locking their doors for fear of the Jews.  It will take the Holy Spirit to 
increase their confidence in the risen Lord.  

Jesus speaks personally to Thomas.  “Put your finger here, see my hands.  Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”  These are not cruel words 
from the mouth of Jesus. Jesus does not come into the room and say to Thomas, “You are 
fired!”   He does not come into the room and roll his eyes in disgust as he says, “Well, how’s 
our doubter doing today?”These are loving words.  These are words that are intended to 
strengthen the faith of Thomas and lead him to believe instead of doubting.  The words of 
Jesus are spirit and they are life.  They resurrect faith in Thomas.  He boldly confesses: 
“My Lord and my God.”  Today my fingers of faith touch the wounds in the hands of Jesus. 
My hand of faith reaches to touch his wounded side. My baptism connects me to the death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus. The doubting triplets, you and I and Thomas confess with 
Spirit worked faith, “My Lord and my God.”

Now we go back to the beginning of our text for today.  19 On the evening of that first 
day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! 
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

The doors are locked.  They are afraid.  They are hardly the bold confessors we see in the 
book of Acts.  Peter has denied his Lord and Savior and even punctuated his denial with 
cursing and swearing.  The other disciples have forsaken Jesus and been unfaithful to him.  
Jesus comes and says, “Peace be to you!”   He connects peace and forgiveness to the nail 
marks in his hands.  He pulls aside his robe and shows the place where the spear pierced 
his side.  He promises them the Holy Spirit who will use them to convict other people of 
sin and point them to the only place forgiveness can be found.  



Why do I need these nail marks in the hands of Jesus to assure me of forgiveness?  The 
Chairman and CEO of Home Depot once said the following: Every morning in Africa, a 
gazelle wakes up: It knows it must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. Every 
morning, the lion wakes up: It knows it must outrun the slowest gazelle or it will starve to 
death. It doesn’t matter whether you are a lion or a gazelle: When the sun comes up, you’d 
better be running.”  Embedded into this endless cycle of life that breeds fear is the greater 
fear of living each day knowing in my heart of hearts that my life does not measure up to 
what God expects of me and that I will be found lacking on the day of judgment.  Jesus 
comes to us and says, “Peace be to you.”  We have seen the risen Lord!

I want to thank my friend Pastor John Beck for sending me the sermon he is preaching on 
this Sunday after Easter. A few years ago he had a stroke that now forces him to retire 
early from the ministry.  He is twelve years younger than me.  He still wants to use his 
gifts to tell people about Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, although in a more limited 
way.  I know that our risen Savior who came to his disciples gives all of us and my good 
friend a peace this world cannot give.  Here are his final words to the congregations he 
has served in Reno, “Let us now and always be brothers and sisters in Christ who know 
and enjoy peace: The peace of perfect forgiveness, the peace of divine protection (having 
nothing to fear now or ever).  The peace of eternal joy beyond our knowing.  The peace 
of standing before Jesus in glory, gazing upon the very wounds that healed us as Isaiah 
said so beautifully long before it came to be.  Brothers and sisters in Christ- peace be with 
you!”   Yes, we can say with our brothers and sisters in Christ, “We have sin the risen 
Lord.”  Amen.  


