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“Home with Jesus on Mount Zion”

Hebrews 12:18-24

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with 
fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice 

speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to 
them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that 
Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to 
the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands 
upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, 
whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, 
to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 
Abel.

Last Sunday evening we took a late flight from Minneapolis to LAX.  It was a good flight. 
I caught up on my sleep and we even arrived early.  That was the good news.  The bad 
news was there was no place for the plane to dock so we sat on the tarmac for an hour.   
Then we had to wait a long time for a bus to take us back to parking lot C.  Finally at about 
12:00 AM we were on the way home to Santa Maria.  Then the freeway information sign 
said that the three left lanes of the 405 were blocked by an accident.  Finally about 3:30 
AM we arrived home.  It was good to be home again.

Dear Christians, the words we just ready to you tell us we have come home, home with 
Jesus on Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.  It does not say 
we will come home, but it says we have come home, that we are safe and secure with 
Jesus on Mount Zion.  Every religion in the world without exception says maybe you can 
make it home to be with your god if you do the right things.  Only the Christian faith tells 
us we are home, we are already safe and secure through Jesus.  We can say, “I am home” 
and “I am safe.” Everything depends on Jesus and not on us.  

Before us this morning we have two mountains.  There is Mount Sinai that represents the 
hopeless condition of trying to save ourselves through the keeping of the law.  Then there 
is Mount Zion that points us to the perfect sacrifice that Christ has accomplished for us.  
There is not a week that goes by when we don’t beat ourselves up for not living up to what 
God expects of us or what others expect of us or what we expect of ourselves.  Satan is a 
master at telling us to go back to Mount Sinai, go back to the law, go back to trying to save 
yourself to be certain that God loves you and cares about you.   The book of Hebrews at 
the beginning of this chapter tells us simply and beautiful to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.  

We can’t go back to Mount Sinai 

You see, dear Christian, we cannot go back to Mount Sinai or back to the law to be sure 
that we are home or safe with our God.  We are told, “You have not come to a mountain 



that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a 
trumpet blast or to a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further 
word be spoken to them.”  When the Lord gave his law on Mount Sinai there was lots of 
darkness, gloom and storm and fire and smoke and the loud blast of the trumpet the voice 
of God that spoke with such terror the people begged it to stop.  If an animal or a person 
so much as touched this mountain it had to be stoned to death.  Even Moses said that 
he was trembling with fear at the display of God’s holiness as it appeared on Mount Sinai 
where God gave the ten commandments and other laws of the Old Testament.  The Book 
of Hebrews says, “Our God is  consuming fire.”  

The Lord our God wanted his people and people of every age to realize they could never 
be accepted and come close to him through the keeping of the law.  He wanted them to 
realize they desperately had to put their hope in what he would do to rescue them and 
save them.  

Think of the billowing clouds of smoke on Mount Sinai that struck fear in the people.  This 
past week I visited Jerry Yonke in Santa Ynez and then made a trip to Santa Barbara.  The 
fire along the Santa Ynez River had just started.  Because of the hot conditions and strong 
winds the fire spread rapidly even as I was driving on highway 154.  Those billowing clouds 
of smoke and heat were nothing compared to what God’s people saw on Mount Sinai.  God 
wanted his people to realize there was no way they could get near to him unless it was 
through a Savior who would sacrifice his life for them. 

I thought of how we used to keep the cows in the pasture on the family farm.  All it took 
was one strand of wire that had intermittent pulse of electricity running through it.  The 
cow would see the wire, put its nose to it and receive a jolt.  They stayed away from the 
fence.  God wanted his people to stay away from Mount Sinai and give up all hope of 
being saved by the law.   At our family reunion last week, my cousin Eric who is a little 
younger than I am, recalled how my brother Charlie told him he could touch the electric 
fence with his toy cap gun.  The problem was it was not plastic but metal.  Even though 
this happened fifty years ago, he still remembered the jolt he received and had to tell the 
story to the other cousins who were there.  We used to take green twigs to see how close 
we could get to the fence without feeling the jolt.  You could do this with electricity that 
had been modified for an electric fence but you would not think of doing this to power line 
with thousands of volts of electricity. 

Get close to Mount Sinai, get close to God’s law and it will zap you.  It condemns you 
eternally.  Think of what God’s law expects of you.  It does not say to you, “Do you best to 
love God and your neighbor and you will be reward in the end.” No it says that we should 
love the Lord our God with all our heart, all our soul and all our mind, and that we should 
love our neighbor as much as we love ourselves.”  And just this past week I was reading 
from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount where he says, “Be perfect just a your Father in heaven 
is perfect.”   The consequences of not measuring up to God’s law is not having your fingers 
slapped.  It is eternal death and punishment.  Our God is a consuming fire.

Do you remember how God’s people handled their fears at Mount Sinai?  Oh, sure you do.  
They gathered their gold together and asked Aaron, Moses’ brother, to make a golden calf 
with which they wanted to worship the Lord.  They wanted to use that golden calf to get 
close to God and overcome the fear they had from the law.  Some years ago one of our 



members gave us a church bulletin from one of our WELS churches where they worshipped 
while on vacation.  The sermon was on the making of the golden calf.  I was intrigued by 
the theme the pastor had chosen for the sermon.  “The Golden Calf: An Attempt to Beef 
Up Religion.”  That’s exactly what these Hebrew Christians were being told.  They were 
being told they had to beef up what Christ had done for them by going back to the keeping 
of the law.  Christ plus anything equals nothing.  Christ plus nothing equals everything.  
Go back go Mount Sinai for your salvation and you are lost. 

We have to stay with Jesus on Mount Zion 

If you want to be home with God and be close to God in this life and for all eternity, then 
stay with Jesus on Mount Zion.  Listen again to these precious words.   “But you have 
come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  You have come 
to thousands and thousands of angels in joyful assembly, the church of the firstborn, 
whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the 
spirits of the righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to 
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”  Notice again that it 
does not say, “You will come” or “You might come” or “You can come.”  It says, “You have 
come.”  

You have come to Mount Zion.  Mount Zion.  That’s where the temple was built.  Think of 
all the animal sacrifices and all the blood that was shed and all the blood that was sprinkled 
on Mount Zion.  These sacrifices were totally different from other religions.  They were not 
done to please God and earn his favor.  They were done to picture the great sacrifice Jesus 
would make on the cross for our sin.  It was only a stone’s throw from this temple mount 
where Jesus gave his life for us on the cross.  We have come to Mount Zion.  We have 
come to the blood of Jesus that cleanses us from all sin.  We have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our sin.  We have peace with God.  Through Jesus, and only 
through Jesus, like the lost son, we have come home to our God and we are safe with him. 

Because of Jesus and Mount Zion we are safe and secure.  We have come to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  We are safe with fellow Christians all over the world 
who are part of the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the body of Christ, 
sheep under the loving care of the Shepherd whose goodness and mercy follow us every 
second of our lives.  

We are safe.  We are home.  We have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in 
joyful assembly.  Our Lord Jesus was not exaggerating when he said there is joy among 
the angels of heaven  over one sinner that repents.  The angels are singing their praises 
as we join together in worship.  They are so happy to see us home safe and sound.  

We have come to the church of the first born.  The first born receives the inheritance.  We 
are all first born sons and daughters.  We are coheirs with Christ.  Jesus prayed that we 
might see his glory.  We share in that glory and this makes the sufferings of this life seem 
small by comparison.’  Our names are written in the book of life.  Last week at the family 
reunion we went to the little museum.  We could see the grade books from my mother and 
her brothers and sisters.  My mother had straight “A”s and so did her sister Olga.  In the 
book of life we all have straight “A’s.”  Our sins have been expunged from the record and 



the perfect life of Jesus has been place into our account.  

You have come to God the judge of all men.  Have you ever stood before a judge?  I have.  
I went before a judge in Tucson to contest a traffic ticket that I considered unfairly given 
to me because of a thunderstorm.  The judge let me get off the ticket and even said “I 
have had a good day and you are the cherry on my chocolate Sunday.”  I have no chance 
of winning the case for my sinful actions.  Jesus has done this for me.  Through him 
we receive the verdict of not guilty.  He is the Mediator of a new covenant. Abel’s blood 
pleaded for vengeance.  Jesus’ blood pleads for our pardon.  

We have come to the spirits of righteous men made perfect.  While in Minnesota I visited 
the grave of my grandparents Fred and Bertha Schroeder. They are with the Lord, the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect through Christ.  I am still here on this earth.  They 
are with Jesus.  Together we wait for the resurrection that will take place at the last day.  
It was good to finally come home about a week ago.  It is even better to live each day 
knowing we are home with Jesus on Mount Zion.  Amen.   


